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A breakthrough in our understanding of cell polarization came with the identification of the mutually antagonistic Par complexes that define anterior--posterior polarity in *Caenorhabditis elegans*. It was found that the Par complexes are highly evolutionarily conserved and play an important effector role in determination of polarity in higher organisms. However, for Par proteins to act, they must undergo initial targeting, and the mechanism for this targeting remained elusive. This paper from the Le Bivic laboratory provided important mechanistic insights into the targeting of the apical Par complex in epithelial cells. This paper demonstrated that the transmembrane apical protein Crumbs can directly bind to Par6, a member of the apical Par complex. This binding of the effector Par complex to an apical transmembrane protein is a critical step in establishing initial polarity in epithelial cells.
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